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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 6381 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: ARRIVAL 22 BOAT REFUGEES EX SINGAPORE FREIGHTER 

REF: HONG KONG 6265 

1 . HONG KONG IMMIGRATION DEPT (HKID) HAS NOT YET GIVEN THESE 22 
BOAT REFUGEES TEMPORARY ASYLUM. WE UNDERSTAND FROM HKID THAT 
SINGAPORE GOVT IS BEING ASKED TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THEM. WHILE HKID IS NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT RESULTS. IT 
CONCERNED ABOUT METHOD THEIR ARRIVAL. 

2. THESE REFUGEES ENCOUNTERED SINGAPORE FLAG SHIP TONG SING ON 
MAY 13 IN SOUTH CHINA SEA PROCEEDING FROM SINGAPORE TO 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. SHIP FIRST REFUSED TO ASSIST 

THEM, BUT REFUGEE BOAT FOLLOWED SHIP AND BEGAN TO FLOUNDER 
IN ITS WAKE. AT THAT POINT SHIP PICKED THEM UP. WHEN SHIP 
WAS NEAR HONG KONG WATERS ON MAY 18, REFUGEES WERE OFFLOADED 
INTO LIFE BOAT WITHOUT OARS OR MOTOR AND SET ADRIFT. 

SHIP APPARENTLY RADIOED HONG KONG MARINE DEPT TO REPORT 
LOCATION OF LIFE BOAT AND PROCEEDED ONWARDS. ROYAL 
NAVY VESSEL RESPONDED TO CALL AND PICKED UP THESE 
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REFUGEES. 

3. REFTEL WAS INCORRECT IN REPORTING THAT SINAGPORE SHIP 
FIRST WENT TO PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

4. ARRIVAL THESE REFUGEES WAS REPORTED IN TODAY’S SOUTH 
CHINA MORNING POST WITH HEADLINE "CAPTAIN DUMPS HUMAN 
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CARGO." URBAN COUNCILLOR DR. HUANG WAS REPORTED ON 
ARTICLE AS STATING HONG KONG GOVT SHOULD LODGE PROTEST 
WITH SINGAPORE GOVT THROUGH LONDON. ARTICLE NOTED THAT 
ANOTHER URBAN COUNCILLOR, MRS. ELLIOTT, DESCRIBED THEIR 
TREATMENT BY CAPTAIN AS INHUMANE. 

SHOESMITH 
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